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Bible Study | August 29, 2021  

Beyond Belief...Deeper Connections!  
 
 
Welcome 
It’s a bit of an irony: most of us truly long for deeper 
connections in our lives. We long to know others and to be truly 
known. We long to be loved and accepted for who we are and 
there is a part of us that truly wants to love and accept others. 
We want this, however, only to a point. The writer of the book of James peels back the layers to reveal 
not only the tendency toward favoritism and the dangers inherent in showing partiality. But James 
doesn’t stop there. We have in these verses an opportunity to deal with the issue of judgment and the 
values upon which we base our judgment of others. 
 
Praying The Passage... 
Gracious God, we seek a deeper connection with you today. As we gather with one another, we seek a 
deeper connection with one another. We ask that you would help us see one another as you see us. Help 
us to view one another through your eyes—eyes that see grace, eyes that blind to partiality. Show us 
deeper connections that are beyond belief. 

 
James 2:1-10 (NLT2)   
1  My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you 
favor some people over others? 2  For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy 
clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3  If you give 
special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, 
or else sit on the floor”—well, 4  doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil 
motives? 5  Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in 
faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6  But you 
dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? 7  Aren’t they the ones who 
slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear? 8  Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as 
found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9  But if you favor some people over others, you 
are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. 10  For the person who keeps all of the laws except 
one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws.  

 
The fascinating thing about the passage from James 2:1-10 is that it goes beyond the obvious. From one 
perspective, it appears that the writer of James is railing against showing partiality. This is problematic 
on two levels: 
 
First, James tells us that God has shown partiality in calling the poor to faith in the Messiah, Jesus. 
Second, we would all agree that partiality is not only appropriate at times but also necessary. No one 
would fault a parent for showing partiality to his or her child in greeting him or her after a long 
separation, even though another person could be standing nearby. We, in fact, praise appropriate 
partiality! 
 
•Read the passage from James 2:10. As always, pay attention to what connects with you.  
 
What are the issues raised in this passage? 
 
•What could have prompted this kind of writing? 
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•Can you think of a real-life situation where these words may have applied to you? 
 
Read verses 2-4. The issue here, as stated earlier, is not so much partiality as it is the sin of judging 
others. Judging others often creates a hierarchy which usually puts them below us. When others are 
deemed “below” us, we lose the ability to truly serve them.  
 
•Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 
The first Christians were sometimes referred to as “The Poor Ones.” This knowledge puts verses 5-7 in 
a different light. Read verses 5-7 and notice once again that God’s modus operandi is just the opposite 
of ours. God actually creates the opportunity for deeper connections for us when we view the world 
from God’s perspective. 
 
•After you’ve read these verses, talk about how these verses drive you to viewing others  
in different ways. 
 
Read verses 8-10. 
 
•Talk together about what it means to “fulfill the royal law according to scripture, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 
 
•How is it that to keep the whole law, “but fail on one point has be- come accountable for all of it”? 
 
Pay attention this week to the connections you have with other people. How are you nurturing those 
relationships? How are you valuing those relationships? Consider the connections that are most 
important to you. How are you fulfilling the “Royal Law” in those relationships? Identify one or two 
“peripheral” connections or relationships and make a commitment to value and nurture those 
connections without showing partiality. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Gracious and just Lord, help us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Help us to reach out beyond our 
comfort zone into the lives of those who need us. Help us to set aside our desire to “be with our own 
kind” and go where you would have us go, speak what you would have us speak and do what you would 
have us do. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


