
 
August 29, 2021 
James 2:1-10 
Theme: Deeper Connections 

 
Day 1: Whose Values? 
What or who shapes your values? Do the light and love of 
Jesus make you yearn to be his hands and feet and heart 
and voice to others, or do you allow the world to instruct 
you about what is of great worth? Are you inclined to defer 
to those who are wealthy, powerful, and famous, to those 
who have great beauty or amazing athletic prowess, or do 
you respond to people as Jesus responds to them, seeing 
the dignity and worth of each individual? In the early 
church, and in our world today, these are real issues for 
Christians who desire to reflect the character of Jesus. 
Read James 2:1-10. Ask Jesus to mold your heart according 
to his eternal values. 

Day 2: Setting the Standard 
Read James 2:1; how is Jesus described? Jesus manifests 
the glorious presence of God; he is truly Immanuel, and 
he sets the standard for our behavior and our love. Read 
John 13:34-35; Romans 15:5-7; Ephesians 5:1-2; and 1 
John 4:9-12. Praise God we don’t have to love in our 
own strength (Romans 5:5; Philippians 4:13)! 
Nevertheless, loving others and treating them without 
partiality is not always easy. In the early church Jews and 
Greeks or a slave and his/her owner might find themselves 
worshiping together. What situations today might cause 
the same degree of unease? Ask Jesus to help you reflect his 
glorious presence in how you treat others. 

Day 3: Equal at the Foot of the Cross 
At the foot of the cross, all are equal. Read Luke 18:9-
14 and Romans 3:22-23; 5:1-2, 6-11; and James 2:10. 
All need God’s forgiveness and grace. For each of us, the 
highest price was paid—the blood of Jesus. Amazingly, 
God thinks we are worth the cost. We even are called 
God’s own children (1 John 3:1), and other believers are 
our brothers and sisters. Yet, as we glance around any 
sanctuary, we notice differences in people. James does not 
discount these, but he does tell us not to show favoritism; 
we are not to dis- criminate! Read James 2:1-10. Ask 
yourself if you keep the “royal law” (2:8)? Thank Jesus for 
providing the way for us to be called God’s children. 

Day 4: Rich in Faith 
We know Jesus had followers who were rich. Zacchaeus, 
Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus, and others were men 
of substance; wealthy women also trusted Jesus (Luke 
8:3; Acts 16:13-15). Yet, much of the early church 
consisted of believers who were poor (1 Corinthians 1:26-
29). Why might the gospel be especially appealing to 
those who are less affluent? Do you trust in your wealth 
or in God’s faithfulness and Jesus’ sufficiency? Read 
Luke 4:18; 

18:22-27; 2 Corinthians 6:10; James 2:5; and 
Revelation 2:8-10. Jesus longs for us to treasure true 
riches (Matthew 6:19-21; Ephesians 1:18). Tell the 
Spirit you want to trust Jesus and seek eternal 
treasure. 

Day 5: Hearts for the Poor 
Apparently, some in the early church were exploiting the 
poor; high interest rates and harsh treatment of debtors 
were common. As fellow members of the body of Christ, 
how should we respond to the needs of others? Read 
Deuteronomy 15:7-8; Proverbs 14:21,31; Micah 6:8; 
Luke 14:12-14; Acts 2:43-47; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 
9:6-15; and James 2:1-10. Is there poverty that 
doesn’t involve financial need? (Consider physical, 
relational, spiritual, emotional…). Is your heart tender 
toward those who are in need? Tell Jesus you want to be 
compassionate. 

Day 6: The Royal Law 
Read James 2:8. Why do you think James refers to 
“love” as the “royal law”? Read Leviticus 19:15, 18; 
Mark 8:28-33; John 15:12; Romans 13:8-10; 1 
Corinthians 13:1-13; and 1 John 4:19-21. Our James 
text reminds us we must not defer to the rich nor 
exploit the poor. We are not to show partiality or 
prejudice. The royal law applies to all; the rich must be 
generous in love and in giving; the poor must not 
despise, envy, or judge the rich. Rather, we are to serve 
each other in love (Galatians 5:13-14). To whom will 
you demonstrate this royal law of love this week? Pray for 
the grace to love and serve in ways that respect the 
dignity of others and give God all the glory. 

Day 7: Deeper Connections 
Read James 2:1-10. Consider the challenge to create 
deeper connections among believers by keeping the 
royal law of love. Ask the Spirit to plant in your heart 
the truth of Oxenham’s lyrics: “In Christ there is no 
east or west, in Him no south or north; but one great 
fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. In 
Him shall true hearts everywhere their high communion 
find; His service is the golden cord close binding all 
mankind…Who serves my Father as a (child) is surely 
kin to me.” Tell Jesus you want to connect with others as 
your kin in him. 

 


